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1. Annotation

This course offers a general introduction to the history, traditions, and theories of US
foreign policy. The class is divided in three parts. First, we draw on the foundational ideas
in American political thought to introduce major foreign policy traditions throughout US
history. Second, we examine key theoretical debates in international relations to ask if and
how they affect American foreign policy making. Third, we focus on the domestic and
geopolitical implications that set limitations to, and opportunities for, the US abroad. Some
of the questions we ask throughout the course are: How is national interest defined and how
has it evolved? How does presidential leadership shape American foreign relations? What

isthe role of public opinion in US foreign policy?

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, many argued that international relations
have undergone a fundamental change. This historical episode is marked, among other
things, by the unquestioned leading role of the United States in global affairs, referred as
“hyper power”, “sole superpower”, etc. This has been the case especially before the events
of 11 September 2001, and the subsequent “war on terrorism.” So, a number of doctrines
and important concepts in U.S. foreign policy will be reviewed in order to provide students
with a basic understanding, before analyzing recent cases further, especially after 9/11 and
Donald Trump became the leader of this superpower. In this respect the following
questions are also touched in the course: What are the perspectives of US policy in the
Middle East? How does the rise of China affect American power in the international arena?
So, we emphasize the main international issues faced by the United States since the end of
the Cold War, such as terrorism, nuclear proliferation, international cooperation, and global
governance.

US policy in the South Caucasus and US-Armenian bilateral relations will be discussed

during the course.

1. TpeOGoBaHus K MCXO/JIHBLIM YPOBHAM 3HAHUI U YMEHUI CTYIEHTOB*

The students have to have advanced knowledge in History of International Relations,
International Relations Theory, Contemporary International Relations, and
InternationalSecurity.



; ﬂe.m; H 3a1a49U1 JTUCITUILIINHDbI

The course’s main aim is to provide students with a sound understanding of:
1. The main political debates that animate contemporary U.S. politics and foreign policy;

2. The main theoretical frameworks in social science used to explain U.S. politics and
foreign policy;

3. How to test these competing explanations using evidence;
4. The policy ramifications of these different explanations;

5. The principal trends in U.S. politics and foreign policy.

4. TpeOoBaHus K YPOBHIO OCBOEHMS CO/IEPKAHUS IV CIIUNJINHBI*

* 3Hamb*
the main theoretical and practical approaches of US foreign policy decision making process.
o ymemp*

to analyze specific cases in US foreign policy, as well as to apply the received knowledge
practically.

e gaaoemo

set of theoretical and practical skills for data collection and analysis, implementation of
analytical research, as well as applying those skills in simulational scenarious of the US
foreign policy potential developments.
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CONTAINMENT OF THE
SOVIET UNION

MAJOR PRESIDENTIAL
DOCTRINES: NIXON,
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DOCTRINES
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2. Cog!epmalme pa3ejioB U TEM TUCIHHUIIJINHDI:

LECTURE ONE

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE.

FOUNDATIONS OF US FOREIGN POLICY 1775-1823
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY TRADITION

LECTURE TWO

BEYOND THE EUROPEAN BALANCE OF POWER: RISE TO WORLD POWER
1823-1912

MONROE DOCTRINE

THE YEARS OF EXPANSION

LECTURE THREE
ENGAGEMENT VS. ISOLATIONISM, WILSONIANISM AND THE LEAGUE
OF NATIONS

LECTURE FOUR
WORLD WAR II: THE UNITED NATIONS, WORLD BANK AND IMF

LECTURE FIVE
THE COLD WAR AND THE CONTAINMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION

LECTURE SIX
MAJOR PRESIDENTIAL DOCTRINES: NIXXON, CARTER AND REAGAN
DOCTRINES

LECTURE SEVEN
THE END OF THE COLD WAR AND THE UNIPOLAR WORLD

LECTURE EIGHT
US FOREIGN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND ASIA

LECTURE NINE
US FOREIGN POLICY IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS. US-ARMENIAN
RELATIONS

Preliminary questions for the exam

1. Can you bring parallels between the years of the US expansion during the 19th
century and US foreign policy after the “Cold war” during Bill Clinton
Administration?

2. Do you see any similarities between Reagan doctrine and Trump’s foreign
policy? Please explain the answer.



3. Do you see any similarities in the US containment strategy during the “Cold
war” and Clinton’s “Pivot to Asia” doctrine? Please explain.

4. Do you that the UN, World Bank, and IMF are still essential for the global
stability and development?

5. Do you think that ‘Pivot to Asia’ strategy is going to dominate the US foreign
policy agenda in the upcoming decade?

6. Do you think that Biden’s administration might revise the US policy towards
the South Caucasus? Yes/No, why?

7. Do you think that Bill Clinton’s doctrine is following the traditions of the US
Founding Fathers?

8. Do you think that Bill Clinton’s doctrine is following Wilsonianism?

9. Do you think that Bill Clinton’s doctrine is helpful for the global stability?

10.Do you think that John Kennedy was successful to contain the USSR?

11.Do you think that Monroe Doctrine is still essential in the US foreign policy:
Yes/No and why you think so?

12. Do you think that Nixon’s triangular diplomacy is applicable to modern US
foreign policy?

13. Do you think that nowadays the US is able to accommodate Wilsonianism and
provide its foreign policy in that traditions?

14. Do you think that Reagan’s foreign policy making was closer to Wilson’s or
Theodor Roosevelt’s vision towards the future of the US foreign policy, or
none of them?

15. Do you think that the détente which took place under Nixon administration is
possible today in Russia-US relations?

16. Do you think that the European balance of power system is applicable to the
US foreign policy after the “Cold war”?

17. Do you think that the European balance of power system was applicable to the
US foreign policy during the “Cold war”?

18. Do you think that the UN, World Bank, and IMF are still essential for the US
foreign policy?

19. Do you think that the US containment strategy during the “Cold war”
continues towards Russia after the end of “Cold war”? Please explain.

20. Do you think that the US foreign policy during the years of the US expansion
during the 19th century contradicts Donald Trump’s foreign policy? Explain
your answer.

21. Do you think that the US is following Wilsonianism traditions after the “Cold
war”?

22. Do you think that the US rise to world power in 1823-1912 might be a show
case for the rise of China after 20087 Please explain your answer.

23. Do you think that the US strategy to contain the USSR during the “Cold war”
was effective?

24. Do you think that the US was successful in the implementation of Monroe
Doctrine during Reagan administration?
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25. Do you think that the US was successful in the implementation of the Monroe
Doctrine during Kennedy administration and, specifically, Cuban missile
crisis?

26. Do you think that the years of the US expansion during the 19th century were
following the traditions of the founding Fathers?

27. Do you think that Trump’s foreign policy was isolationist in the best spirit of
the US foreign policy of 19th century?

28. Do you think that we still live in a unipolar world?

29. Do you think that Woodrow Wilson was right by pulling out the US from the
isolationist foreign policy?

30. Do you think the World War Two enabled the US to establish the UN, World
Bank, and IMF?

31. How do you see the future of the US-Armenia relations after the 3rd Artsakh
war?

32. How the US ‘Pivot to Asia’ strategy impacted the US presence in the South
Caucasus?

33. Monroe Doctrine in the US foreign policy: bring a show case of its
implementation.

34. Please analyze the differences and similarities between Wilson’s and Theodor
Roosevelt’s foreign policy strategies and foreign policy making.

35. Please describe the American foreign policy traditions and compare it with the
Nixon Doctrine.

36. Please describe the American foreign policy traditions and compare it with Bill
Clinton’s foreign policy making.

37. Please describe the American foreign policy traditions and demonstrate its
transformation through Wilsonianism, period of World War Two, Reagan
period, and Obama foreign policy.

38. Please describe the main components of the US strategy to contain the USSR
during Truman administration?

39. Please describe the years of the US expansion during the 19th century and
explain its reasons.

40. Please discuss the American foreign policy through Hillary Clinton’s “Pivot to
Asia” strategy, answering the question if Obama administration was keeping
up with the American foreign policy traditions founded by the Founding
Fathers.

41. Please present the foundations of the US foreign policy (1775-1823) and
compare them with the Wilsonianism: describe them, focusing on similarities
and differences.

42. Please present the foundations of the US foreign policy (1775-1823) and
describe similarities and differences with Trump’s foreign policy.

43. Please present the foundations of the US foreign policy (1775-1823) and
compare them with Reagan Doctrine: describe both, focusing on similarities
and differences.

44. Please present the similarities and differences between the Nixon, Carter, and
Reagan Doctrines.
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45. What are the challenges, threats, and opportunities of the US foreign policy in
Asia-Pacific after 20087

46. What are the challenges, threats, and opportunities of the US foreign policy in
the Middle East after 20087

47. What are the differences and similarities between the ‘Greater Middle East’
and ‘New Middle East’ initiatives?

48. What are the main US interests in the South Caucasus?

49. What do you think, why the US did not become a member of the League of
Nations, but agreed to become one of the leaders of the United Nations
Organization?

50. What do you think, why the US needed to establish the UN, World Bank, and
IMF?

Readings

Mandatory:

Henry Kissinger, World Order, Penguin Books; Reprint edition, 2015.

Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, Simon & Schuster; Reprint edition, 1995.

Paul Kennedy, Preparing for the Twenty-First Century, Vintage; Reprint edition,
1994,

Zbignev Brjezinsky, Strategic Vision: America and the Crisis of Global Power, Basic
Books; Reprint edition, 2013.

Fareed Zakaria, Post-American World, W. W. Norton & Company; 1st edition, 2008.
I'enpu Kuccunmxep, HyxHna mu Amepuke BHemnsig nonutuka? M3gaTenbcTBo:
ACT, 2016.

Further:

Ivo H. Daalder and I. M. Destler, In the Shadow of the Oval Office: Profiles of the
National Security Advisers and the Presidents They Served (Simon and Schuster,
2009).

Richard Haass, War of Necessity, War of Choice (Simon and Schuster, 2009).
Alex Mintz and Karl DeRouen, Understanding Foreign Policy Decision Making
(Cambridge Press, 2010), pp. 1-21, 25-37, 68-87.

Graham Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” American
Political Science Review, September 1969, pp. 689-718.

Morton Halperin, “The Decision to Deploy the ABM: Bureaucratic and Domestic
Politics in the Johnson Administration,” World Politics, Vol. 25, No. 1 (Oct., 1972),
pp. 62-95.

Alexander George, “The Case for Multiple Advocacy in Making Foreign Policy,”
American Political Science Review, June 1972, pp. 751-85.

Robert Putnam, “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two Level
Games,” International Organization, Vol 42 (Summer 1988), pp. 427-60.

Daalder and Destler, In the Shadow of the Oval Office (Simon and Schuster, 2009),
chap. 1 (pp. 1-11).
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Alexander George and Eric Stern, “Presidential Management Styles and Models,” in
Alexander and Juliette George, Presidential Personality and Performance, (Westview
Press, 1998), pp. 199-210.

Lee H. Hamilton, “Relations between the President and Congress in Wartime,” in
James Thurber (ed.) Rivals for Power (4th ed.) (Rowman and Littlefield, 2009), pp.
285-308.

Richard Grimmett, "Foreign Policy Roles of the President and Congress,"” CRS
Report, June 1, 1999.

Tony Smith, Foreign Attachments: The Power of Ethnic Groups in the Making of
American Foreign Policy (Harvard University Press, 2000)

Matthew A. Baum and Philip B.K. Potter, “The Relationships Between Mass Media,
Public Opinion, and Foreign Policy: Toward a Theoretical Synthesis,” Annual
Review of Political Science, 2008, pp. 39-65.

Steven Kull and I. M. Destler, Misreading the Public (Brookings Institution Press,
1999) pp. 229-265.

OPTIONAL - John Mearsheimber and Stephen Walt, “The Israel Lobby and U.S.
Foreign Policy” (Kennedy School of Government Working Paper) pp. 1-42.
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Koa 1 HaumeHoBaHMe KomneTeHuumn

Koa v HammeHoBaHMe MHAONKATOPa O0CTUXKEHNA
KOomMmneTeHunn

MK-22. cnocobHOCTbIO OPUEHTUPOBATLCSA B
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pa3BuUTUA, NOBANbHBIX NONTUYECKMX
npoueccos, MOHMMaHMEM UX NEPCMNEKTUB U
BO3MOMHbIX nocneacTsni ana PO

MK-23. cnocobHOCTbIO MOHMMATb JIOTUKY
rno6anbHbIX NPOLECCOB N PAa3BUTUSA BCEMUPHOM
NOJIMTUYECKON CUCTEMbI MEXAYHAPOAHbIX
OTHOLWEHWUI B NX 06YCNOBAEHHOCTN SKOHOMUKON,
NcTopUel, NpaBom

MK-24. BhageHvem oTCneXmnBaHUA AUHAMUKN
OCHOBHbIX XapPaKTePUCTUK cpeabl
MeXayHapoaHoM 6€30NacHOCTU U MOHMMaHMEM
WX BAWMAHWUA HA HauMOHabHYo 6e3onacHocTb PO




